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General meeting Minutes 
December 13th, 2010 

 
Place –  Bering Memorial United Methodist Church 
 
Presiding: Marcus Duffel, President 
 
Officers – John Dascoulias, Vice President 
 
Special Guests –  

Walter Pate – Houston Police Department 
Edwardo Lopez – Owner of El Pueblito Restaurant 

 
 
The following is a summary of our December 13th meeting and a 
few final 2010 notes. There were 29 residents in attendance. 
 
Security  
Officer Pate led off the meeting with a brief summary of criminal 
activity in the area. While there are two people in custody that 
have been linked to thefts in our area, they may not be the 
people responsible for the thefts in which vehicles are used to 
remove household valuables.  
 
Office Pate said residents can report all suspicious and non-
emergency activity to the HPD dispatch at 713-884-3131.  
Calls that report visible weapons or break-ins currently in 
progress are more likely to get a faster response than “there is 
a strange person walking down the middle of the street”. 
 
Office pate urged everyone to take pictures of all valuables 
and make note of the serial numbers.  The serial numbers are 
the primary source for tracking the items through pawn shops, 
which by law have to enter the information to a data base 
(“Leads on line”) on a daily basis for all items received. 
 
The HPD VIP program was also discussed. The neighborhood 
watch program requires a 6-month certification process and at 
least 8 people to take a short 45-minute course. Upon 
completion of the 6-month certification process, signs are 
placed around the neighborhood indicating a Neighborhood 
Watch program is in effect.   
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The certification process, in essence, requires 6 months of 
weekly reporting to Officer Pate by the residents who took the 
short course referenced above. These weekly reports must 
contain at least 40 cumulative hours of patrols during a one-
month period. The patrols can be as simple as walking your dog 
around the neighborhood.  
 
So, in my case we walk our dogs 4x a day at roughly 15 minutes 
each time. Over a month’s time that’s 28 hours credited toward 
the certification. With 8 people doing similar activity the 
certification piece should be a snap. Anyone who wants to 
participate in the program needs to fill out an application.  I 
will post the application on our Yahoo Groups site, and/or 
contact me directly. As soon as we have 8 volunteers I will 
start the process with Officer Pate. 
 
There was a question regarding hiring a Harris County 
Constable to patrol the WAMM area. The cost of that can be 
between $60,000 and $80,000 and, obviously, is too much for 
our WAMM resources.   
 
However, I plan to inquire with surrounding neighborhood 
associations and the Neartown Association about interest 
others may have in participating, thus lessening our financial 
burden. There also a brief discussion about the security patrols 
sponsored by the Harris County Improvement District #6, East 
Montrose District. Now I know many of you have not heard of 
that group before, but if you own a business in this area then it 
will be important to you. You may want to visit this web site:  
www.MontroseDistrict.org. In brief, they have security patrols 
focused on their business members in the 77006 area. With a 
little discussion we may be able to adjust their route of travel 
through our neighborhood. more on this later. 
 
Street Repair Petition Update 
Our street repair petition is still in the certification process. I 
was expecting a decision by our meeting on the 13th, but the 
letter did not arrive from the City. I will alert everyone once I 
have any updates from the COH. 
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WAMM Financial Report 
The WAMM bank account currently stands at $1,587.68. It was 
an unusual year for both expenses and Dues receipts. The 
biggest single source of funds ($1500.00) this year was from 
the Greek Orthodox Church. Normally they contribute $500 to 
our WAMM coffers. When I became President of WAMM and 
sorted through the records, I discovered 2 un-deposited checks 
for $500 each, one written in 2008 and one in 2009. I returned 
them to the church with a note about how I discovered them and 
to my surprise they sent WAMM a new check in the amount of 
$1000.00 to replace the expired checks.   
 
WAMM also had one out of the ordinary expense this year, a 
legal expense in the amount of $1,480.13 associated with the 
challenge by AOS to our Deed Restrictions. Thanks to a contact 
provided to me by one of our residents, I spoke with an attorney 
in the City’s Legal Department about this AOS challenge. The 
end result is that the City will defend all future challenges.  
Good news for WAMM. 
 
I estimate that in a normal year our expenses should be less 
than $750.00. Assuming the Annual contribution from the Greek 
Orthodox Church of $500 to WAMM continues, Dues from 
resident members should easily cover the balance.   
 
Seventeen (17) residents and 2 businesses paid dues during 
2010 equaling $650.00 with some residents generously paying 
more than the $25 dues. It would be desirable to have 30 
residents pay dues. Association dues are due in January and as 
I write this I have received dues from 3 residents already. 
 
The complete 2010 financial summary and 2011 Budget is online 
at our WAMM Yahoo Groups site in the “File” folder. Anyone 
who is not a member of the WAMM Yahoo Group should register 
at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/wammlist/  
 
Guest Appearnce 
Edwardo Lopez, owner of El Pueblito Restaurant on Richmond 
spoke briefly. He recently purchased Warren Dry Cleaners just 
east of his restaurant. He thanked the residents for their 
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business and support, and handed out coupons for use at both 
retail establishments to those in attendance. 
 
General Business 
 
There are still vacancies for three Board positions, Second Vice 
President, Secretary and Treasurer. Anyone wanting to 
volunteer to assist John and I let me know. 
 
Happy Holidays and a great new year to everyone. 
 
Marcus Duffel 
WAMM President 
 


